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Palois Hills may escape citation 
; Rep claims EPA will vindicate city in development probe 

By JIM DUfFT 
Staff Reporter 

PALOS HILLS — State environ
mental officials have decided 
^gainst citmg tlie city for violations 
of state law after an investigation 
into tiie ongoing development of 
Stony Creelc Parle, ;repo/t9 State 
Rep. John O'Connell. . 

"The EPA has vindicated the 
city," O'Connell said. 

An EPA spolcesperson contacted 
Friday said he was unaware of any 
final decision in the case and ex
pected official notice of a decision, 
next week. 

The city thought the park land, a 
former dump site southwest of Rob
erts Road and 108th Street, 11 years 
ago with a matching ^an t from the 
state Department of Conservation. 
Development of the 19-acre site fi
nally began two years ago. 
; Officials expressed hope the park 

will open to the pullic next sum
mer. Plans call for the completed 
development to include Softball 
fields, soccer fields, a Jogging path 
and a nature walk. 

The EPA investigation began ap
proximately six weeks ago, when 
former mayoral and aldermanic 
candidate Charles "Chic" Hansen 
called several state agencies and 
requested an examination of the 
s i t e . . , : . . . ; : . ' . • • : • - . • • . 

. A t issue ' is Whether the city 
should have obtained permits to 
work on the land and whether ma< 

illegally after the city assumed 
ownership. 

"They're trying to sandbag it 
now," Hansen said Friday, "and It 
isn't going to work. They're wrong, 
and somebody somewhere along the 
line is going to come out here and 
show these people for what they 
are." ' ^ 

> Hansen vowed to continue his ef-'' 
; forts to halt development of the' 

park, either through other agencies 
or by legal avenues. 

I He said no one knows what was 
dumped on the l^nd and expressed 
concern that some of the material 
might be dangerous. He termed 
O'Connell's entry in the case "polit-. 
ical buffoonery." --. 

The representative. In turn, re-̂ -
ferred to Hansen as a' "rabble-rous-* 
er" and said he asked to be notified 
of the EPA decision after watcliing 
a television newscast that implied a 
citation against the city was immi
nent. 

O'Connell praised the city's de
velopment of the park as a much-; 
needed improvement, especially 
when compared with its former sta
tus as an aging landfill. 

"It's Ironic," he said. "Since I've; 
been in the state Legislature, Palos 

;; Hills has won awards every year. 
.Most of those awards revolve 
around the Park Department. It 
probably would have;cost several 
hundred thousand dollars. to do 
what the city has managed to do 

"I'm happy that what we said all 
along is true," said Aid. Sharon 
Rush, 2nd, the council Ijaisun to the 
Park Department. "We're not out 
to hurt anyone; we just want to 
make improvements." 

Mayor Gerald Bennett said he 
plans to demand apologies 'from 

r some of the figures involved in the 
.' investigation. He also dismissed 

Hansen's intentions as political, a 
j charge Hansen returned in kind. 

In tracing the history of the pro
ject, PubUc Works Director George 
Lutz said the city lacked funds to 
finance work required to cover over 
the dump site. 

Lutz said he convinced the city of 
;'. Hickory Hills to dump into Stony 

Creek Park dirt and concrete re
moved during construction of a de
tention pond. 

Later, Lutz said he convinced 
construction crews building a new 
courthouse along 103rd Street to 
dispose of their dirt and concrete 
on the park site. He said some as-

^ phalt also was dumped on the site. 
'- "We've got most of that park 
/done now, and it hasn't cost the 

city a thing," Lutz said. "Now that 
1̂  It's being cleaned up, why all of 
:^^sudden is there a problem?'' . 
%,, Another Issue related to develop-. 
Vment ot the park remains unre-
,..; solved. A condition of the state 

grant used to buv the oark land stl-

within five years of the purchase. 
Department of Conservation 

spokesman Bruce Hunter said the 
city has been given 30 days to ex
plain why the project took nine 
years to start. City officials indicat
ed explanations would focus on fi- <: 
nances. 

Hunter said future department 
action would depend on the EPA's -
decision in the case. A citation, he 
said, would make a demand for a 
refund of the $60,000 grant more ^ 
likely. 

i^sked why it took the state agen 
cy six years to discover that the 
city project was running late, Hunt-

^ er said the department was severly 
understaffed until some recent hir- > 
Ings. 

Finally, O'Connell expressed pon-
cem that controversy over the park 
would hurt the city's chances at a 

/grant to help finance construction 
of a proposed nine-acre golf course 
on 45 acres located on another for
mer landfill near lOSth Street and 
73rd Avenue. 

"The city has been vindicated," ^ 
' he said, "and certainly I hope this' 
: doesn't have a chilling effect on 
' any other, grants pending before the 
, department." 
\ Hansen, on the other hand, said l 
• he remains convinced the city ii 
failed to develop the land properly., .-. 

j "We're not trying to make this a • 
; vritchhunt or anvthin«!, but they're • 
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Views radically split on park site 'landfill' 
By Rm fMI«l« 

k o n p ; O n t Part « m H ^ lh«clly ot 
P«toi m i l l art iKing I n v n t l f i l M l b ; 
IVTvrl l I ta l f a c n c l M fnr what In lh« 
• n n l l o( Cl in ic^ Could of Ih t l l l lno l i 
R n > m i « i « i l P n M c U n Afmc) ( E P M 
'app«an lo be • ! I l t r f al landfill ~ 

Th* Inv^allxallnni reauh Irom com. 

plalnia Hlad tt) P a M HIIU n a l d m and 
i T f u t i d laddy Oi l r ieh T h k ' H a i x n 

OUMT alalr a f f i K k a baaldt i D M 
E P.A ba haa Iliad complalala with In
clude Ihf nivlakin at Water Reaourrea. 
Ihe l l l lnolt DepanmeM <d Conaanrallon 
a n l U M M t a r w i G t M n d f o n i n ( A M 
tcr I r a n Hansen l l printed In lodajr I R«-
porier on pa|c 4 ) 

H< alao haa enlMajl itat aid o( WGN 
ChamH • lelevltlaa and tba SelUe 
Govenvnent Aaaoclallon. 

The DGA haa |onc ao lar aa lo aend out 
• y n t a nicaoo on Ihc Ibomy laa«a which 
atatet. In |>a>1. "An l l l e ^ l d o n p t i t t 
oponled h ; Uie V l l lM t o( Paloa l U l l i 
• t u on land purchiatd «IUi Ika hi lp«< • 
i tal4 maidtlnc i rant earnMrtcd for • 
>IU>te part, the Belter G o n m n a d 
AaMrtatloi and WGNTV rtvealed laal 
i d | M ( M ; M . I N I ) . 

'Roth Ihe id l la t t lu iL iUBaid a n i l t t t 
atate ct llllaola are a l l lmatel ; rtspona-
M e lor Ih l i m m : u M J . Tnrnoc* 
Bnuuier. exenrtlvc dlroctor flt the BGA. 
-Paloi H l l l i o m d a l i a n v l k « l l k t Iher 
ate above l l x taa Ha aboind that a 
|Dvemm«ntnl body woold ran a damp, 
a l u on p B t land an an l l l e f d oae al 
U M | -

Meaiwhlle Ihe EPA adnilU that al 
IMa time the onljt actlona N has taken la 
lo condacl lao fleld Inwctt^atkina «t tha 
aHa and lo aend • letter ankkii Iho c U ; 
aome ^neatlona. 

-Wa kaea aant a latter to Ike d i r aak-
hi f them 10 eiplain lo ua «t>ri they dM. 
artij thej did It and Mhnl the; K « |o i i \ ( to 
do to cotrect any vtotatlOfN." 

Mayor tjarald Beanetl IdH Ibd R« 
porter TMaday altcmoon that be. 
Oeonte U U ot the Pid>lle Worta Otpa i t ' 
ment and d i y attocvey MaUhe* Valah 
• n prepatlm Ihe letter to ba aeat to th * 
D*Aby Idnwrrow 

l l r a n t t y l n i lo bnlM • part. Aa lar 
aa the afeticy la twnained. «e 4 M 1 ao* 
any pra61«m irtth oar c n n p l l n n . I t ' I no 
b i f de^ If they wad • • to uha MM a per

mit, then thai a what wal l have lo do, ' 
•aid Bennett 

He underacored. however, that as tar 
aa he waa topcet»ad. the n i l that haa 
been placed on the part i l to b 'clean f i l l . 
Three tnurtha at the t i l l comet from the 
Hickory l l l t l t ntonUon pond (conatnie-
tlon alia) ~ 

'There • really nothln« baing 'dump-
ad' Iher*.- sisertad Hk DMr l c l Alder
man H a n M Palraa. In wbgaa ward Iho 
Stoney Creek Part develot)«i>efd lies 
There'a nothing toxic In there,' ah* 
Inalited 

R«tardl i4 vsrloua matertala on the 
•Mc that are oaacccplabl*, aho com-
i M M t d . "D wi l l avenlnally b* all 

BUI Marphr, ck l t l admln la ln tw ol 
I k t d l y • part deputment. Is proud that 
k* has been aMe to oMalB clean n u lor 
Ike part an*. H * i« l len l«a Ikal Ms Jok la 
tolrylolH apBtdeve lopndoaUMl tU. 
1 ( e r a la Iha pnceas et fetUnf II hdn 
•hape.' 

Murphy laid Ihe Repoi.:. i ;ath<lel l 
Ihe part department waa lortHiale to ob-
lalo clean t i l l Irom the conatruction alles 
of Ihe Hickory Hllla retention pond and 
ot Ike 9tb District C I m l l Court 
bol ld l i« 

Murphy also polnu o r i that he needa 
I tn r * part ipnr* for. for r u m p l e . M 
adult aoflboll leagi. a hna U 
HCOflUIHJIlSW 

stale Represeidatlve Jidin OCcnnell 
hna alao f lven hi t wpport lo Mayw Ben* 
nr t l In Ms conflkta over th * Stoney 
O s r k P H t alU 

1 first |ot Involved aflor a meeting 
with Mayor Bennatt aiaj Sharon Rush 
and narlena Meier (Paloa Hl l l t alder-
m a ) lo loot over th * r>l( coivs* a l l * and 
to he 1 p I he ct I y get the pa r t a department 
ot conservation graid. ' 

Inquiring akont kv« tka grant piv-
codnre was going. Rep. OX^osmell was 
low. T lae . . a icep l . ' 

• waa d m U M Rep O t : o n » l l 

lesmed tkal the Department ot Conaar-
ration had lecelvod a complaint about 
Stoney Creek Pai t . 

Alter the VGN ' rspoa*. ' Or.tauMll 
got In touch with the EPA To Mm M 
lootrd Ilka a "hatchet )ab.' 

- | called to I M out what was gotng 
on. ' CConnsD esplalned. "Hav* they 
been died, ' I aakcd 'No,' ibe enforce, 
ment officer (ot Iha EPA) answered I 
cal led l h * mnyiir and told Mm thsre s aol 
going to be any citation ' 

'Somebody la making much ado about 
nothing,' O'Connell alalsd. - |>e been 
out there I donT ae« how Ihey can Inter, 
pr t t that area aa b e l i ^ a landfill or a 
dumpalt*.-

Ot>innell emphaUnd Ihst • prin
cipal cancel n he kas la that the con-
Iroveray cotiid )eopardlie the goll 
project, - f i ds may have a chilling ef
fec t . ' h * noted 

To Ike besi ol OConneU'i knowledge, 
Ik * n i l bek« pdl on Ike p a t i l le Is clesn 
lUI I r a n Ihe lllrfcory l l l l la and CkruN 
CoUTi Fro)Kta 

He 'upporta Mayor Bennell s conlen. 
Hon that aome ot the materials dumped 
along the aouth side ot ihe part t i le Is not 
the cl ly s retponslblll ly. but that ot Iha 
Army Corps ot Engineers. 

OComeH said Ihat ke met witk Bi l l 
Murphy and a representative ol t h * 
Dept of Consereatlon at the Stoney 
Oeek Part t i l t . WMle there they talked 
with an equipment operator who saM h* 
had b*en '-TkJng at tha site lor two 
yean fet« .«d T h e i * haa never 
been a problem." . 

I U . 

•Onr Bs ln camera U thai Ihe land 
waa purrhased In the late 'JOt lo be 
developed Into a part, but there t not a 
part there yet. ' commented a member 
ot the atafi ot the state department ol 
conacmtlon. -What w« want lo know Is 
why basnl It been developed yet? When 
will 11 be developed? W* woald like a pre
liminary achrdule. a reasonable achod-
ule." said I V apokeaman. 

Ha also kaltealad tkat aa lar aa k* 
I n tw . Ike f i l l be l i« aaed on Ike pert a l l * 
wss dsan - M i l I I k w b(«a proved 
othcrwla*.-

Mrsnwl i l l * dUs* * llsnaan penlata hi 
mahlng aartont allagatlona about l h * ae-
(Ions at the c i t ; fegaidlng (ka part s t l * . 
Slid gets substantial support from EPA 
Held blvesUgator Olno Branl. 

la M l first repoil lo Ik* EPA dated 
Jane I I . I W 7 . B r « l l l a U I t e M a l l o n a k t 
obaerwd during kis Inapectlon. 

ToW hy Ihc agency'a «nforcemcnl 
decUlon graup that mor* uvldenc* waa 
needed to aubaUntlale Ua 9kaetvatlona, 
BraM r t t g n c d last neet to Sloawir 
Cruet Part to take more pictures and. 
make further obaervallona 
' VlolaUo|ia Bruni observed after kis 

first Inspection ranged from operating a 
landll l l wllhout a permit. Ihe eilstencu 
ol uncuveied relase rcrrulnlng from 
'any prevloua operalkig day. piles o l 
refvae," loadaquatc depth ot dally ctnrer. 
k iadnuale i ke lU r or uMta ry ladl l l les 
or imc ig incy nmmuntcatlons for m i -
ploye«s snd Inndequate contra i a l a t -
cess to the sit* hgr lack ol lencc or other 
ivstr lct lon' lo Inadequate protlslon lor 
concealing sanlUtr landfil l operatloaa 
from puMk vlew.depeallIan ol refuse l l 
an anpatmlllad potildn al the I n d l l l l , 

lafeaa u aabmll tepuria requ lnA 
M t e u I * kae* (Inandal aaaurano* 
dueum*nla' and I r i l a r e to Wt a cloaut* 
plan Hid a poM-cfaaaie p l an " 

Bt taaau Ms n m and aeeond lav«» 
Ufallona. B n n I okserred Ihat new 
maUiiato kad kuan dumped on the alta. 
kKhidIng 'concrete, aaphall. I«ea i r« , 
aerap metal, and drums, aome ot t hea 
m i U l a l n g black material, d lher ap-
p k a l t o r l a r -

•t. .(believed thai the city was likely 
I . ' 11* at lean Ih rM dIaUona h r 
v: ns . ' 1d lda l lMv« ( i»ugh phots* 
I toni the n n t InpacUoa.' B r«d stat««. 
1 1 k W i • » m | a « ( • • W J ^ pbolos 

111 gonb IraAi had la mwse.' com-
manlcd llaanaa. 1 k k d t y la lunidng an 
Hlagal damp. There ainatrlngest stan-
daidaafcoal Ikes* M iga . ka l t i e c i lyh*a 
n t o e d b l a l a i d l r l t a d k e i u b t l n s e a l a n -
darda. I k a r d i m aupenlalon. They 
MMantly M paopta dump materials thai 
a m i ai^paaid la go In tkere.* 

A mayor, afdemien. atale r u p n a t i d * 
U n . park admkUsltator and equ lpmu^ 
apetMor aa d«iy Hanaea a allegailana. 

AD Hanaen ka i Is Ma awn pciTeplland, 
Ike aupporl ot awnatiMa citl iena around 
Ikapai ' . - .nd Ika raposia at ari EFA 
n*Mbt > I 
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